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The green and digital transitions are two
fundamental transformations shaping the

European Union’s future. Together, they aim to
ensure a sustainable, competitive, and resilient

Europe by tackling climate change and accelerating
digital innovation.

How Did These Transitions
Come About?

The Green Transition was formalized through the European Green Deal (2019), which
set the goal of making the EU climate-neutral by 2050. This means cutting carbon
emissions, investing in renewable energy, and promoting sustainable industries.

The Digital Transition is guided by the EU Digital Strategy (2020) and the Digital
Decade targets (2030), aiming to develop a fully digital economy, artificial
intelligence, cybersecurity, and high-speed internet access for all citizens. For
example, the targets also include a commitment that at least 80% of adults have
basic digital skills by 2030.

These transitions are partly driven by climate urgency, global competition, and
geopolitical challenges, such as energy dependence and technological reliance
on non-EU countries. 



What Do They Mean in Practice?

For the Economy:
New green jobs in renewable energy, sustainable transport,
and the circular economy.
A booming digital economy with careers in AI, cybersecurity,
and data science.
EU leadership in clean tech (e.g., electric vehicles, battery
storage) and digital markets (e.g., AI governance, data
protection).

For the Environment:
Reduced carbon emissions through renewable energy,
electric mobility, and stricter pollution laws.
A circular economy where products are designed to be
reused and recycled, reducing waste.

For Society:
More inclusive policies, such as reskilling programs for
workers in fossil fuel industries and ensuring equal access
to digital technologies across Europe.
Cleaner air, energy-efficient buildings, and sustainable urban
planning improving health and quality of life.



What Do They Mean for the
Future of the EU and Young

Europeans?

For the EU: These transitions will strengthen Europe’s strategic
autonomy, making it less reliant on foreign energy and digital
infrastructure. They will also reinforce the EU’s role as a global leader in
climate policy and digital regulation.
For Young Europeans:

Education & Jobs: New career opportunities will emerge in green
tech, renewable energy, AI, and cybersecurity, requiring education
and training in STEM (science, technology, engineering, and
mathematics) and digital skills.
A more sustainable lifestyle. Young people will experience shifts in
transport, energy use, and consumption patterns, from electric
vehicles to sustainable housing.
A stronger and more resilient EU, ensuring stability, security, and
innovation-driven prosperity.

The green and digital transitions are not just policy
shifts—they represent a new vision for Europe’s

future. They will define the EU’s economic
strength, environmental leadership, and social
inclusiveness for generations to come, making

them particularly relevant for young Europeans
who will live, work, and thrive in this transformed

landscape.

CONCLUSION:


