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Enlargement in a nutshell

The Mechanics of Enlargement

The enlargement process follows several key steps:
® Application for membership
® Candidate status approval

® Negotiations on 35 chapters of EU law (the acquis
communautaire)

® Implementation of required reforms
@ Unanimous approval by existing member states

® Ratification of accession treaty O
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Kosovo is a \

potential

\ candidate.

Candidate countries in 2025
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Albania Bosnia and Herzegovina

>

North Macedonia

Georgia

Montenegro

Moldova

Turkiye

Ukraine

Serbia
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Impact and Challenges

Positive Outcomes

Expanded single market and trading
opportunities

Enhanced political stability and
democratic consolidation

Decision-making complexity in an
enlarged Union

Economic disparities between member
states
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EU enlargement has brought both
opportunities and challenges:

Increased cultural exchange and mobility

Strengthened global influence of the EU

Ongoing Challenges

Integration of different legal and
administrative systems

Maintaining cohesion while respecting
national identities
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Conclusion

The EU’s enlargement process has been fundamental in
shaping modern Europe, promoting peace, prosperity,
and
democratic values across the continent. As the EU
continues to evolve, the balance between deepening
integration
and managing further expansion remains a critical
challenge for European leaders and citizens alike.
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